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April 21, 2010 – Pre-Conference Workshops
April 22 & 23, 2010 – Sessions – Annual Conference
Radisson Paper Valley Hotel
Appleton, Wisconsin
Wednesday, April 21, 2010
Pre-Conference Workshops – Advanced Registration Required

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Articulation Nuts and Bolts (added 1/8/10)

You may have heard bits and pieces about advanced standing and transcripted 

Credit articulation agreements between high schools and technical colleges, but you’ll hear the whole story at this workshop.  A panel of Tech Prep experts will unravel the history, fill you in on what’s happening around the state, and guide you through the articulation process from beginning to end.

Brain-Based Teaching and Learning…..with Technology – Not an oxymoron!

Technology can be a valuable tool to help create rich, realistic and challenging brain-based
learning environments.  In addition, technology can improve the effectiveness of many of the
core techniques used by brain-based instructors.  These techniques include (but are not
limited to) orchestrated immersion, increased variety of resources, transfer of knowledge
in channels effective to a variety of learning styles, relevant simulations, and creation of
realistic yet safe challenges.  This hands-on workshop will enable participants to learn
and practice technology tools and techniques that complement brain-based teaching
and learning.  Come prepared to laugh, learn, explore brain-based teaching and 
learning, discover educational technologies and triumph over challenges. 
Hawaiian shirt optional.

Developing a Campus Security System & Emergency Operations Center
Participants will learn how Northeast Wisconsin Technical College established an effective Campus Security System with the use of Criminal Justice Students as well as developing
the necessary infrastructure (security cameras, emergency phones, campus patrols, etc.)
for the security of the campus population.  You will learn how this college developed an Emergency Operations Center, a central command and control facility responsible for
carrying out the principles of emergency preparedness and emergency management or
disaster management functions at a strategic level in an emergency situation.  This center
is a critical part of the National Incident Management System (NIMS).
Sustainability – Best Practices & Ideas
What does it mean to go green?  This interactive session will involve discussion around best
 practices and ideas on sustainability/green activities.  Training programs, facilities and student activities will be part of the conversation.
Thursday, April 22, 2010
9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.
Adult Learning Center Programs 

This session will feature Madison Area Technical College’s Adult Learning Center.  The center was created in one of their existing facilities to work specifically with Dislocated Workers and returning Adults.  The center is unique because it is totally equipped for groups and individual meetings and it is collaboration with Work Force Development and the Madison College. 
They offer complete start up and intake services to individuals interested in earning certificates, diplomas and degrees at their college.  They also received a WIRED GRANT to staff the Adult Learning Center which includes Job Service, Financial Aid, Counseling, Advising, Workshops, Career Planning and Group Meetings.
Green Jobs – What Are Those?!  The Impact on Wisconsin CTE
The session will identify emerging “green” or renewable energy related occupations and their impact on CTE program development in Wisconsin.  WCTC and WITC staff will highlight considerations and strategies that support “green” occupations.

Jobs of the Future/Skills for the 21st Century
What do we know about the evolution of work in the 21st century?  What kinds of jobs and careers will be available to our future graduates?  How can we prepare ourselves and our students for these careers?  Join us for this session to obtain the answers from staff at the University of Wisconsin-Madison Center on Education and Work.
Project GRILL:  Partnering Business & Education
Project GRILL is designed to introduce high school students to the career opportunities available in manufacturing.  This educational experience pairs student teams from area high schools with local manufacturers to design and build a functional grill in the course of one
school year.  During this journey, students learn all of the aspects associated with taking a product from concept through production.  The audience will learn how the Fond du Lac Area Association of Commerce brought six area high schools and six area businesses together for the academic year with a goal to expose high school students to project management, teamwork concepts, quality applications, safety and manufacturing processes.  Learn how to start this project in your district!

10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. – Opening Session
Keynote – Making the Good Life Last:  4 Keys to Sustainable Living

In our materialistic culture, the idea of “the good life” –fancy cars, designer clothes, once-in-a-lifetime vacations—leaves even those few who can afford it feeling anxious, empty, and dissatisfied.  Rev. Michael Schuler deconstructs the assumption that consumption and constant stimulation equal happiness.  He shows how, by applying the principles of sustainability to our personal lives, we can discover treasures of perennial value:  a beautiful and healthy earth home, enduring relationships, strong communities, work that contributes to the common good, and play that restores our bodies and lifts our souls.

1:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Epic Fails II

Epic Fails II - A second year's look at human-technology interactions and how they go awry.  Expect to laugh…and learn!  The goal of the session is to present useful techniques, processes and contingency solutions to create opportunities for you to accomplish your goals with technology.
Faculty and the Law

This session will provide an overview of legal issues relevant to technical college instructors.  Issues to be addressed include ADA, defamation, faculty and staff indemnification, affirmative action, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and harassment.  Walter Lanier is Milwaukee Area Technical College's Assistant General Counsel and brings a wealth of experience to the issues.
Finding and Developing Grants

Are you preparing to look for or apply for a grant?  Do you need to know the process to follow to make your grant experience successful?  Colleen Schnell will bring her grant writing experience to this session to provide you with the process to follow to get your grant funded.  Bring your questions and ideas!

Good Food with a Good Price:  Getting the Most for Your Food Dollar

Participants will explore food choices that have the best health quality for the dollar.  Creative solutions to creating a personal food system that supports optimal health and well-being for you and your community will be discussed.
Green Jobs – What Are Those?!  The Impact on Wisconsin CTE

The session will identify emerging “green” or renewable energy related occupations and their impact on CTE program development in Wisconsin.  WCTC and WITC staff will highlight considerations and strategies that support “green” occupations.
What’s the Deal About Dashboards?  Simple Strategies for Effective Data Dashboards

Data dashboards are an effective data display tool and are a key component as you utilize performance metrics in your school/college.  This session will highlight strategies that help you identify and use measures that put your organization on the path to success.
WTCS State and Federal Legislative Update

This session will provide an up-to-the-minute update on state and federal legislation affecting career and technical education.  Topics include a review of the state legislative session to date and a briefing on the American Graduation Initiative and new financial aid and student lending proposals at the federal level.  The session will also preview the 2011-13 WTCS state budget bill process and political and policy trends affecting CTE.  There will be time for questions and comments from the audience.

3:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Discover Wisconsin (new promotions for 2010, employment, green travel, Branding the 
State of Wisconsin and latest news from the Governor’s Office

This presentation will focus on what the WI Department of Tourism is doing in Job Creation, Environmental Awareness Programs, Green & Culinary Travel Opportunities, Marketing 
Strategies and Promotions for the summer of 2010, ideas for summer vacations in Wisconsin,
as well as current news from the Governor’s Office.

Faculty and the Law

This session will provide an overview of legal issues relevant to technical college instructors.  Issues to be addressed include ADA, defamation, faculty and staff indemnification, affirmative action, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and harassment.  Walter Lanier is Milwaukee Area Technical College's Assistant General Counsel and brings a wealth of experience to the issues.

Good Food with a Good Price:  Getting the Most for Your Food Dollar

Participants will explore food choices that have the best health quality for the dollar.  Creative solutions to creating a personal food system that supports optimal health and well-being for you
and your community will be discussed.

Managing the Media During & After a Crisis
The focus of this presentation will be to offer tips and tactics for managing communications before, during and after a crisis.
Open Source Tools for Educators and Almost Everyone Else

As institutions and individuals are looking for alternatives and variety in technology products
and services, open source and community collections are becoming an attractive high-quality alternative.  This session will provide an overview of useful software programs, learning objects, and open-source repositories of knowledge.  There's quite a few quality resources out there - come and explore them with us!
What’s the Deal About Dashboards?  Simple Strategies for Effective Data Dashboards

Data dashboards are an effective data display tool and are a key component as you utilize performance metrics in your school/college.  This session will highlight strategies that help
you identify and use measures that put your organization on the path to success.
WTCS State and Federal Legislative Update
This session will provide an up-to-the-minute update on state and federal legislation affecting career and technical education.  Topics include a review of the state legislative session to date and a briefing on the American Graduation Initiative and new financial aid and student lending proposals at the federal level.  The session will also preview the 2011-13 WTCS state budget bill process and political and policy trends affecting CTE.  There will be time for questions and comments from the audience.
Friday, April 23, 2010
9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

State Superintendent’s Business Friend of Education Award Recipients’ Panel: Creating Great Learning Options   

Recipients of the 2010 State Superintendent’s Business Friend of Education Award will showcase how quality learning options for students were developed and established.  The awardees were recognized for partnering with local education entities and working with students in integrating academic knowledge, technical and career education, and workplace learning skills.  Operational strategies and best practiced will be discussed.

Thinking Outside the Binary Box – Part 1

This session examines the effects of a binary system of gender in the educational and professional area.  Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity intersect in what is commonly
called the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Community.  But what does all
that mean?  Why would “straight” people care?  How does this affect me?  Let’s examine
these questions through didactic and interactive discussion.
Transitioning from Secondary to Post Secondary Education
This session will feature a Leadership Panel with representation from the secondary and post secondary level with the purpose of discussing issues related to students transitioning from high school to post secondary education.
Understanding Generations at Work
With the impending retirement of the Baby Boomers and the entrance of Millennials in colleges and industry, intergenerational dynamics can become a challenge for you and your workplace.  This session helps participants gain an understanding of why generations might think differently, and how to understand and leverage those differences to create a high-functioning, diverse team.  Join a Generation X academic leader in Understanding Generations at Work to gain insight about this interesting and timely topic.
Understanding Your Wisconsin Retirement System

Do you wonder what all that information on your Wisconsin Retirement System Statement of Benefits means?  Roger Byers of the Wisconsin Retired Educators Association will provide information on what to look for and how it translates into a future retirement benefit.  There will be plenty of time for questions.
9:15 – 10:15 a.m.

WI Supermileage and Electrathon – “Hands-on Learning at its finest” 

The WI Energy Efficient Vehicle Association (WEEVA) holds several annual challenges around WI.  The participants enter their concept vehicles into either the Supermileage (fossil fuel burning) or Electrathon (electric) categories.  The teams must meet all of the safety and design criteria before they are allowed to take part in the challenge runs.  Learn from an event coordinator, a team advisor and the students that take part.

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Energy Efficient Vehicle Student Competition 

The Energy Efficient Vehicle Challenge has been awarding scholarships to high school 
students for almost 18 years, based on the best designed fuel efficient concept car. Local students who have competed in this event in the past will detail their experience in creating
and driving their vehicles at Kaukauna Raceway. FVTC Dean and longtime event organizer Mike Cattalino will discuss the history and evolution of the event, as well as provide information on how you can get your local high school and technical college students involved.
Thinking Outside the Binary Box – Part 2
This session examines the effects of a binary system of gender in the educational and professional area.  Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity intersect in what is commonly
called the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Community.  But what does
all that mean?  Why would “straight” people care?  How does this affect me?  Let’s examine these questions through didactic and interactive discussion.

Understanding Generations at Work
With the impending retirement of the Baby Boomers and the entrance of Millennials in colleges and industry, intergenerational dynamics can become a challenge for you and your workplace.  This session helps participants gain an understanding of why generations might think differently, and how to understand and leverage those differences to create a high-functioning, diverse team.  Join a Generation X academic leader in Understanding Generations at Work to gain insight about this interesting and timely topic.
Understanding Your Wisconsin Retirement System

Do you wonder what all that information on your Wisconsin Retirement System Statement of Benefits means?  Roger Byers of the Wisconsin Retired Educators Association will provide information on what to look for and how it translates into a future retirement benefit.  There will be plenty of time for questions.

LUNCHEON SPEAKER -- “Sharing My Experience in International Student Competition”

11:45 am – 12:50 pm
Ben Janke is the current President of the Madison Area Technical College Local Chapter of Skills USA and President of the Madison Area Technical College Auto Club.  He recently competed in the international World Skills Competition in car painting representing the USA in Calgary, Canada and will be sharing his experiences.

